BE STRONG ENOUGH TO STAND ALONE, SMART
ENOUGH TO KNOW WHEN YOU NEED HELP AND
BRAVE ENOUGH TO ASK FOR IT.
CCF is now a referral agency
for Carrickfergus Foodbank
and can provide vouchers.
Contact us on 02893 359777
for more information.
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Update from Stephanie
Community Development Officer

Congratulations to everyone who completed the Sign Language course this month.
The course included ‘Deaf Awareness Training’ and ‘Start to Sign’ (British Sign
Language) aspects, and was very well attended for the 6 weeks that it ran in the
Community Forum. The Facilitator, Mr John Carberry MBE, was excellent and some of
the positive feedback from the group included comments such as:
“Tutor very friendly – lovely atmosphere to learn in.”
“I was pleasantly surprised at how detailed the course was and how much I learnt. I would love to
continue this further, either here on or on my own for
the qualification.”
“John is amazing. Thank you for this opportunity.”
“The whole course was excellent.”
The course was educational and fun with some of the
participants being given their very own sign language
nicknames to boot! Those in attendance learned valuable
basic sign language skills that they can now apply in daily
interactions with the Deaf Community.

Is there a course or workshop that your group
would like to do? Maybe we can help! Contact me
with your suggestions.

Some funding information:


Aviva Community Fund

The Fund will open for applications on 13th September 2016 with previous winners
including: Mid East Antrim Agewell Partnership. Further information &
registration www.community-fund.aviva.co.uk/cms

Community Pharmacy Partnership funding



Level 1 grants up to £2,000 to start a community pharmacy partnership project. Next closing date for Level
1 funding: 15th September 2016. Contact: T: 028 3026 4606
www.cdhn.org/building-community-pharmacy-partnership-bcpp

Royal British Legion External Grants



Grant aid for projects supporting the elderly run by groups with charitable
registration, which benefit ex-service personnel &/or their families. Next deadline:
11th November 2016.
Further info: E: rhanson@britishlegion.org.uk www.britishlegion.org.uk



NIE Networks Charities Fund

Small grants to improve and enhance lives in N.Ireland,
especially tangible items such as equipment. Grants between £200-£750. Very brief
online application form:
www.nienetworks.co.uk/Community/Charities-fund/Apply-for-funding

For help, advice and information, contact Stephanie at CCF 02893 359777
or stephaniehilditch@btconnect.com
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Update from Tommy for Greenisland and Sunnylands
There are many health and social benefits to having an allotment, like getting out of the house, meeting up with
old friends, meeting new friends, ending social isolation, interaction through training and learning new skills. We
would also like to engage with the Greenisland Community by going on a trip to visit established allotments and
see what is possible by working together.
The allotments in Greenisland are now available for residents to secure, quite a bit of progress has been made on the allotments site,
fencing, running water, more users and training is available each Saturday from 2pm-4pm for allotment holders and interested members
of the public. There are banners advertising the plots at four different
locations, so please come along to one of the training sessions or
events.
We are also looking to establish a Men's Shed project for Greenisland
so register your interest with Alison Diver and we can organise a public meeting in September to make additional progress.
To be included in the study visit or to attend the meeting about the
Men's Shed or register for an allotment please contact Alison Diver on
028 93358231.
This project is supported by Carrickfergus Community Forum through Tommy Kirkham the new Community Development Worker for Greenisland.

Community Development is the key to progress for the Greenisland Community, bringing
the community together can be facilitated at a pace that suits the residents and can include projects for
Senior Citizens, Mums, Dads, Women, young adults and children or the entire community as a whole.
We can help you achieve this but the willingness must come from the people themselves. If you wish to
participate, volunteer or just have a chat, please contact us at Carrickfergus Community Forum on
02893359777.
Nissen Kids Hut Greenisland have been meeting
twice a week to deliver a summer programme for
children and have included some short training
programmes for adults. They are also engaging in
study visits and plan to secure support for an after
schools project starting in September 2016. Please
contact them at the Jubilee Hall either to volunteer or
attend one of the training courses.

If you or your group are from Sunnylands or
Greenisland and would like to meet with Tommy,
please contact the office 02893 359777 or
email tommyccf@btconnect.com
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Belfast City Hall
Saturday 5th November 2016
Showcase Event & Volunteer Recognition Dinner

Advance Notice – Date for your Diary

We are delighted to announce that Councillor Jim
Rodgers, O.B.E., High Sheriff of Belfast City Council
has nominated Belfast Lough Sailability as one of his
chosen charities.
As part of his nomination, Belfast Lough Sailability will
have use of the Great Hall in Belfast City Hall to host
a major event.
Keep this date in your diary as we will be hosting a
Showcase Event and our Volunteer Recognition Dinner
on Saturday 5th November 2016, 6pm.
We want you to join us at this once in a lifetime event in
the magnificent City Hall. Dress on the night will be
smart.
More details will follow once arrangements have been
finalised.

Tickets for the event will be available in
September, but don’t worry, we will be in
contact soon to let you know all the
details.

Summer Fun in Carrickfergus

The Windmill and Minorca Drive Residents Association in Partnership with The Ethnic Forum (MEA) and
Supporting Communities celebrated their community by hosting a family event which included Bollywood
dancers, a drum circle, salsa dancing, children’s entertainment, BBQ and much, much more.
Jim Wightman from Windmill and Minorca Drive Residents association told us, “In recent years we have
seen an increase in residents coming from various ethnic backgrounds. This year we wanted to celebrate
diversity by hosting a welcome to the community event. Gillian Forrest, our Liaison Officer from
Supporting Communities, helped us to apply to the Housing Executive (BRIC fund) and Mid and East
Antrim Council for funding to facilitate this event. Gillian also introduced us to Ivy Goddard from the
Inter-Ethnic Minority Forum who helped us to organise the event and explore cultural diversity. As a
community group we have really welcomed this opportunity to talk to our neighbours and identify the
needs in our area, with the aim to make our community a better, more welcoming place to live. We also
want to thank everyone who attended and the artists who made it such a brilliant day.”
Gillian Forrest from Supporting Communities added,
“It has been a real pleasure to support this project and to see so many people engaging with each other.
Supporting Communities have been working alongside the
Windmill and Minorca Drive Residents Association for
many
years providing training, support and advice. I am really
proud to support this event and it is evident that Community
Spirit is very much alive in the people from Carrickfergus.”
Supporting Communities is an independent charitable
organisation which champions tenant and community
participation by developing groups, supporting active
citizenship and building cohesive communities.
For more information, contact
www.supportingcommunities.org
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Would you like to make a difference for people with an illness or
condition which may limit or shorten their lives?
If the answer is yes, now is the time to think about joining Voices4Care.
Voices4Care has been up and running for three years now, and we at
the All Ireland Institute of Hospice and Palliative Care are looking for
new volunteers to help ensure the views of patients and their families is
at the heart of everything we do.
We work with a range of hospices, health and social care organisations
and universities in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.
Being a member of Voices4Care, gives you meaningful opportunities to
influence palliative care education, research, policy and practice. As part of the palliative care programme
in Northern Ireland – 'Palliative Care in Partnership' your voice will be central to the design and development of palliative care, as the service user and carer group in this structure.
Check out our website for more information on
how to join Voices4Care
http://aiihpc.org/policy-practice/voices4care/

Hard at Work – Breaking the Barriers
between Employment and Disability
Disability Action has launched the “Hard at
Work” report to highlight the key actions
needed to increase equality in
employment for disabled people
in Northern Ireland. The report
gives voice to disabled people
facing difficulties in finding and
retaining work. It considers the
legal position, asks is it making a
difference and considers peoples personal
experiences.
Finally, the report makes recommendations for
employers, disabled employees and
Government departments.
Download the report at www.disabilityaction.org

Wednesday 14th
September
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Ulster University offer a portfolio of Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) short
courses starting in September 2016 - Funding available.
ABA adopts a natural science approach to the study of behaviour and provides
a technology for promoting changes in behaviour across a wide spectrum of
human behaviour including industry, medicine, and education, in social and
clinical settings. The course begins September 2016 and is aimed at parents
and professionals interested in working with and teaching children and young
adults with autism. The short courses will allow candidates to understand behaviour analysis from a
theoretical perspective as well as developing skills in behavioural assessment and the implementation of
interventions.
See http://www.communityni.org/node/68543#.V8AYA9JTHIV for more information or contact
FlexEd@ulster.ac.uk or phone 02890366680

Arts and Older People Grants Programme

The Arts and Older People Programme is jointly funded by the Arts Council of Northern Ireland (ACNI),
Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure, Public Health Agency and the Baring Foundation. The aim of
three year programme is to support projects to strengthen the voice of older people in Northern Ireland
and promote positive mental health and emotional well-being through the arts.
Grants of between £1,000 and £10,000 are available.
Further information is available from the ACNI website:
http://www.artscouncil-ni.org/funding/scheme/arts-and-older-people-programme-2013-2016

Hope for Youth (Northern Ireland) Launches Annual Grants Programme

Hope for Youth Northern Ireland has opened its annual grants programme for 2016/17.
The Hope for Youth scheme, previously known as the Women Caring Trust, funds cross-community
projects that give disadvantaged young people (aged 11-18) in Northern Ireland the opportunity to work
together on practical projects that foster teamwork, creativity and personal development,
especially within the arts or in the great outdoors.
Grants of up to £5,000 are available. The deadline for applications is 16 October 2016.
www.hopeforyouthni.com

Road Safety Grant Scheme

On this page you will find details of the Road Safety Grant Scheme which allows those from within the
voluntary and community sector the opportunity to apply for grants to run road safety promotion
projects. Individuals and groups from the voluntary and community sector can apply for grants of up to
£10,000 to develop and run local road safety promotion or outreach projects. Individuals can only apply
for funding if they are working in partnership with a community group, which must be involved in the
application process. To qualify, groups must be properly constituted, have a bank account and be able
to complete the project by 3 March 2017.
Telephone: 028 9054 0150 for more information.
The deadline for applications is 12pm on 22 July 2016.
www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/road-safety-grant-scheme-0

Work with young women?
Sign up for YouthAction's next critical hub meeting
Friday, 16 September at 2.30pm
Venue: YouthAction Northern Ireland

YouthAction is delighted to welcome Eliz McArdle and Susan Morgan from the Community Youth Work
Team at Ulster University to the next meeting of our Critical Youth Research Hub. During this
participatory workshop they will present their new model of work with young women, highlighting the
transformative potential of such a methodology. They will further consider how youth work practitioners
can develop this assets based approach to work with young women in the current climate. For further
information email gail@youthaction.org.
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Want to get
in touch with
the Forum?
MISKIMMON SUITE
OLD TOWN HALL
ANTRIM STREET
CARRICKFERGUS
BT38 7DG
TEL: 02893 359777
FAX: 02893 366606
www.carrickfergus
communityforum.co.uk

EMAIL ADDRESSES:
carrickcommunity@btconnect.com
lucysimms@btconnect.com
janicecherry@btconnect.com
stephaniehilditch@btconnect.com
tommyccf@btconnect.com

Like our page
‘Carrickfergus
Community Forum’

Follow us
@CarrickForum

Got something to say?
We’re Listening.

We would love to hear from you! If you would like to contribute to this newsletter or have an event
you would like to advertise, please contact us at carrickcommunity@btconnect.com
THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES FOR THE OCTOBER EDITION IS:
MONDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER 2016
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the CCF Board of Directors and Staff.
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